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• Regularly updated with newsletters, 

presentations, publications etc.       

         Twitter 798 followers 

         LinkedIn group, 68 members 
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A website and an twitter account 

Year Pages visited Unique visitors 

2014 (apr- ) 12590 2487 

2015 20389 4347 

2016 33713 4573 

2017 ca30000 ca4500 

General public 



Issue Date Content 

1 Jan 2015 About SIMWOOD 

2 Jul 2015 Focus on Nordeste Transmontano and  
Castile & León 

3 Dec 2015 Focus on Yorkshire & NE England and 
Southern and Eastern Region of Ireland 

4 Apr 2016 Focus on Bavaria and Slovenia 

5 Jun 2016 Focus on Auvergne and Grand Est 

6 Nov 2016 Focus on Overijssel & Gelderland  
and North Rhine-Westphalia 

7 Feb 2017 Focus on Alentejo and Catalonia 

8 Oct 2017 Focus on Småland and Lochaber 

 Newsletter presenting ongoing work, translated in regions 
 

 

Stakeholders 
Regional bodies 

involved in wood 
mobilisation process 
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• Regions 

Dissemination activities updated on project website regional 
pages, also in the newsletter 

www.simwood.efi.int/model-regions.html  

 
• Project presentations 

April 2016: SIMWOOD presented at Club du Bois in European 
Parliament. 

June 2016/2017: EFIATLANTIC business session 

August 2016: AGRA FAIR, Gornja-Radgona, Slovenia 

September 2016: FACESMAP Final conference 

October 2016: Mountains conference 

October 2016: EUMIXFOR Final conference 

June 2017: Spanish Forest Congress 

September 2017: IUFRO 125 Congress 

 

 

 

 

Offline dissemination activities in each participating region 
Exploitation of results in other regions of Europe 
 

 

Civil society 
Scientists 

Forest owners 
practitioners 

Industry, policy makers 

Articles published in the popular press 136 

Exhibitions 21 

Film 4 

Flyers 8 

Interviews 8 

Oral presentations to a scientific event 29 

Oral presentations to a wider public 72 

Organisation of  workshops 21 

Organisation of conference 2 

Poster 10 

Presentations 29 

Press release 18 

Website 60 
TOTAL 418 
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Handbook for wood mobilisation in Europe  

1. Mobilisation of wood: a key issue for the emerging bioeconomy 

• An increasing need for wood raw material from forests  

• Main policy drivers of increasing demand  

• Definition: What does sustainable wood mobilisation mean?  

• The key role of forest owners and wood markets  

• Sustainable forest management at the enterprise level  

• Risks for sustainability  

• Concepts and definitions used in the handbook 
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 2.  Barriers for wood mobilisation in Europe 

 

 

B1.  Forest resource barriers 

B1.1  Steep or difficult terrain 

B1.2  Forest resource characteristics not matched to market 

demand 

B1.3  Inefficient harvesting techniques and practices 

B1.4  Sustainability concerns and climate change impacts 

B2.  Regulatory and legal framework 

B2.1  Lack of enabling legislation for ownership 

B2.2  Restrictions for productive forestry 

B2.3  Lack of enabling legislation for cooperation 

B2.4  Other regulatory and legal barriers  

B3.  Finances and material inputs  

B3.1  Poor infrastructure to access forests or markets 

B3.2  Unfavourable work conditions and labour market  

B3.3  Lack of access to capital and other inputs 

B4.  Organisation and cooperation 

B4.1  Land ownership barriers 

B4.1.1  Small-scale owners and land fragmentation 

B4.1.2  Urban, distant or disconnected forest owners  

B4.2  Cooperation barriers 

B4.2.1  Insufficient cooperation of forest owners 

B4.2.2  Insufficient cooperation in supply chain 

B4.3  Market barriers 

B4.3.1  Weak markets for forest products 

B4.3.2  Lack of market recognition for quality products 

B4.3.3  Major market fluctuations & disruptions  

B5.  Knowledge and attitudes 
B5.1  Knowledge and skills barriers 

B5.1.1  Insufficient advisory capacity 

B5.1.2  Insufficient forest management skills 

B5.1.3  Insufficient forest management and silvicultural knowledge and planning 

B5.1.4  Insufficient business, marketing and cooperation knowledge  

B5.2  Attitudes and values barriers 

B5.2.1  Disinterest or opposition of forest owners for non-financial reasons 

B5.2.2  Disinterest in forest-related careers for non-financial reasons 

B5.2.3  Disinterest among public or stakeholders or politicians  

B5.3  Research & Innovation (R&I) barriers 

B5.3.1  Lack of accessible evidence or critical information 

B5.3.2  Potential technological solutions not yet developed and tested 
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 3. Measures and actions to improve wood mobilisation in Europe 

 

 
M1.  Activation of forest management and enterprise 

M1.1  Enterprise management and planning 

M1.2  Harvesting and transport 

M1.3  Alternative products, services and markets 

M2.  Regulatory and legal framework 

M2.1  Land ownership regulations 

M2.2  Forest management regulations  

M2.3  Other regulatory and legal 

frameworks 

M3.  Finances and material inputs  

M3.1  Forest access and infrastructure grants 

M3.2  Land ownership tax incentives 

M3.3  Forest management grants and taxes 

M3.4  Market development incentives 

M4.  Organisation and cooperation 

M4.1  Land ownership improvement 

M4.1.1  Forest land consolidation 

M4.1.2  Joint ownership / shareholders 

M4.2  Cooperation in forest management 

M4.2.1  Joint forest management 

M4.2.2  Cooperatives 

M4.2.3  Joint timber marketing 

M4.3  Market development actions 

M4.3.1  Certification and labelling 

M4.3.2  Investments in processing 

M5.  Knowledge and attitudes 

M5.1  Advisory capacity 

M5.2  Knowledge exchange actions 

M5.2.1  Regional initiatives and action plans 

M5.2.2  Promotion initiatives and campaigns 

M5.2.3  Practical training and capacity building 

M5.2.4  Advanced training and capacity building 

M5.3  Information services and tools 

M5.3.1  Infoportals for private forest owners 

M5.3.2  Logistics systems 

M5.3.3  Market information systems 

M5.3.4  Other specialised information systems 

M5.4  Research & Innovation (R&I) 

M5.4.1  R&I funding 

M5.4.2  R&I programmes 

M5.4.3  R&I projects and cooperation 13/10/2017 

Handbook for wood mobilisation in Europe  



Example of measures 

description 

An introduction of the topic 

Main types of measures 

Examples in EU countries 

Prerequisites 
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Practice examples: Grants for the formation of owners and stakeholders 

The Förderrichtlinie FORSTZUSR 2015 in Bavaria, Germany supports the formation of private owners’ self-help 

institutions. Various services provided by forestry associations and mergers of associations are substantially co-

financed. The eligible investments range from equipment and infrastructure to forest management service 

contracts, joint timber marketing and capacity building. The aim is to enhance the performance of associations, 

which leads in turn to more effective support and advice provided to small-scale private owners.  

 Bayerisches Staatsministerium für Ernährung, Landwirtschaft und Forsten Finanzielle Förderung forstwirtschaftlicher 

Zusammenschlüsse (FORSTZUSR). www.waldbesitzer-portal.bayern.de/048721/index.php  ; http://archive.is/UfqXf  

The FEADER Dispositif 341 A in France aims to anchor forestry within regional development by supporting the 

formation of stakeholder networks and a local development strategy for the forest-based sector. The 

admissible activities include training, facilitation, advice, feasibility and strategic studies. It facilitates a 

territorial forest charter and fosters new economic activities and ecosystem services. Actions must involve local 

private and public partners.  

 MAAPRAT. FEADER Fonds Européen Agricole Pour Le Développement Rural. Guide Des Mesures Forestières. Ministère de l’Agriculture, 

de l’Alimentation, de la Pèche, de la Ruralité et de l’Aménagement du Territoire; 2012. https://tinyurl.com/y79r88xk  

FEADER is the French acronym for the EAFRD. 
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Practice examples: Joint timber marketing 

• Ventes groupées de bois des forêts des collectivités in France are grouped timber 

sales initiatives for communal forests.  

• The Forstwirtschaftliche Vereinigung (FWV or FV) is the typical form of forest 

management federation in Germany. It is an umbrella organisation uniting local forest 

management associations (FBG).  

• Gemeinsame Holzverkaufsgesellschaften in Germany are joint timber trading 

companies,  

• Biomass Salland is a forest owner collective in Overijssel, The Netherlands, which 

harvests local biomass and sells it to bioenergy suppliers.  

• The Ward Forester initiative in Devon, South West England, UK, encouraged 

woodland owners to form voluntary groupings of small woodlands (‘wards’) for joint 

harvesting and selling of timber by contractors. 

13/10/2017 



 

4.1  Under-utilised forest resources versus market barriers  

4.1.1 Wood mobilisation can be increased, but sustainable levels of harvesting differ significantly 
between regions  

4.1.2 Additional wood is not always accessible for harvesting due to multiple barriers at regional 
level  

4.1.3 Growing wood markets need to become an opportunity for forest owners  

4.2 Activation and professionalisation of forest owners  

4.2.1 Broader awareness is needed of the benefits of Sustainable Forest Management  

4.2.2 Access for forest owners to useable knowledge is key  

4.2.3 Professionalisation of forest owners requires continuous knowledge exchange and support 
actions  

4.3 Research needs and policy recommendations 

4.3.1 Major market barriers require research in the long term and appropriate innovation strategies  

4.3.2 Wood mobilisation measures need broader testing and evaluation.  

4.3.3 Innovation in forestry supported by information technologies will be essential  

4.3.4 Multi-actor approaches can foster integrated solutions for wood mobilisation  

4.3.5 Coordination of European and national programmes can ensure real impacts  
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4. Lessons learnt from wood mobilisation initiatives 

• Wood mobilisation can be increased, but sustainable levels of harvesting 
differ significantly between regions 

• Additional wood is not always accessible for harvesting due to multiple 
barriers at regional level 

• Wood mobilisation measures need broader testing and evaluation.  

 

Schelhaas, M.J. & G.J. Nabuurs. 2017 



• Innovation in forestry supported by information technologies  

will be essential.  

• National Forest Inventories, Decision support systems (DSS), Logistics 

• Open data, Big data, Social networks 
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Vatikan 2005: 
Death of  
Pope John Paul II 

Vatikan 2013: 
Pope Benedikt XVI 
stepped down 

4. Lessons learnt from wood mobilisation initiatives 



• Broader awareness is needed. Private forest owners need to act. 

• Professionalisation of forest owners requires continuous knowledge 

exchange and support actions. 

• Multi-actor approaches foster integrated mobilisation solutions. 

• Coordination of EU and national initiatives can ensure real impacts. 

4. Lessons learnt from wood mobilisation initiatives 



Merci!   Thank you!  
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